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The International Longshoreman Association Local 1408 Scholarship Fund, Port of
Jacksonville, Inc. is a not-for-profit 501(c)(3) organization established in 1995 under the
leadership of its founding chairman, Charles F. Spencer. Charles Spencer was recently
recognized by the Jacksonville Jaguar Foundation as a “Community Champion” and that
he is. This trailblazer and business executive matriculated from age 19, when he first
walked onto the docks as a union member, to being elected just 10 years later, as the
Local 1408 President. For over 70 years his commitment and dedication to the Maritime
industry have positioned him in many executive roles including his lifetime appointment
as Vice President Emeritus of the International Longshoreman Association South Atlantic
and Gulf Coast Districts.

Mr. Spencer’s passion to help others was realized when his passion joined his business
expertise, and the ILA Local 1408 Scholarship Fund was established. As a 3-time college
drop-out, Mr. Spencer learned firsthand the financial stressors of a college education and
wanted to ensure his children and others, desiring to pursue a college education, didn’t
have to carry this weight alone.

Beginning with $20,000 from fellow union workers, Mr. Spencer, and a small group of
business professionals, established the non-for-profit scholarship fund, that to date has
awarded more than 1000 qualified college students (over 40% first-generation), with
almost one million dollars in scholarship awards.

The ILA Local 1408 Board of Directors is comprised of business
professionals with one thing in common “a passion for
education”. Board members work diligently to recruit sponsors
to fund the scholarship awards. For the past 27 years, the fund’s
primary fund-raiser has been an annual golf tournament. The
tournament attracts local business professionals, AFL/CIO
executives, and teams from other union locals throughout the
maritime industry. Since 1995, ILA Local 1408 has been our Title
Sponsor, contributing over a quarter of a million dollars. 

Proceeds from tournament sponsors account for over 80% of all
scholarship awards. Volunteers for the golf tournament include
active board members, ILA Local 1408 union members, and
previous scholarship recipients. Golfers (sponsors) are given an
opportunity to meet scholarship award recipients and learn
first-hand how their sponsorship dollars are benefiting these
college students.
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As college costs continue to rise at alarming
rates, it is more important than ever to
provide scholarships to financially needy,
qualified academic achievers. With over 27
years of fiscal integrity, diversity and
inclusion practices, application access, and
equitable determination and dissemination
requirements, the fund would be an asset
to any charitable contribution portfolio. 

With the greatest challenge being to gain an
audience with corporate and philanthropic
sponsors, this board is looking for financial
support. The target goal is set at $150,000
for now with the hope that we'll be able to
reach it soon!

Many of our recipients are first-generation college students.  These students are
positioned to change the trajectory of education and financial status for their families.

RECIPIENT STATS:

AVERAGE GPA
3.803.80

Since 1995 our recipient pool has consisted of the following: 

126.40126.40$5,000$5,000



In 2018, ILA Local 1408 Scholarship Fund partnered with Florida
State College at Jacksonville to empower applicants, with
workshops to ensure their collegiate success.

In 2020, when most scholarship funds closed their application
processes, ILA Local 1408 remained open. Despite canceling their
annual golf tournament, and sponsorship dollars dwindling, the
fund awarded 18 students with $29,500.

In 2020, ILA Local 1408 realized 25 years as a scholarship fund,
but due to COVID 19 protocols, this milestone was not celebrated
until 2021. 
  
In 2021, the ILA Local 1408 hosted their 26th Annual Scholarship
Fund Golf Tournament to commemorate 25 years of success.
Although COVID-19 had a significant impact on sponsorship
dollars, 21 students were awarded over $33K in scholarships.

In 2021, Charles F. Spencer, Founding Chairman was recognized
by the Jacksonville Jaguar Foundation as a Community
Champion. This award came with a $1,000 contribution to the
non-profit of Mr. Spencer’s choice – He selected the ILA Local 1408
Scholarship Fund as his non-profit recipient.
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